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ASIAA Hosts Meeting of Top International Astronomy Organizations
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Academia Sinica Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics (ASIAA) has convened a meeting of two of the world’s top astronomy organizations, the European Southern Observatory (ESO) and the East Asian Observatory (EAO) in Taipei on May 4 and 5, 2015. The meeting was attended by Dr. Tim de Zeeuw, the ESO Director General, and top members of the EAO from several countries. Delegates discussed the details of cooperation between the two observatories and ASIAA, and it is hoped that the meeting strengthened ties between Taiwan’s astronomy researchers and the international astronomy and astrophysics community.
In the East Asian region, astronomy has undergone rapid growth over the past two decades, and very strong programs now exist in Japan, China, Korea, and Taiwan with these regions currently operating and building some of the most advanced instruments in astronomy. In 2014, these developments led to the establishment of the EAO, a joint observatory for East Asia, whose mission is to be competitive internationally in building and operating the largest and most advanced astronomical facilities. 
Several leading astronomers from the East Asian region will attend the Taipei meeting including, in addition to Dr. Zeeuw, EAO Director General, and Dr. Paul Ho, Academician and Distinguished Research Fellow of Academia Sinica,; National Astronomical Observatory of Japan (NAOJ) Director General, Dr. Masahiko Hayashi; Korean Astronomical Society President Dr. Young Chol Minh representing Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute (KASI);  International Astronomical Union (IAU) President, Dr. Norio Kaifu; and Director of the Kavli Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics at Peking University (KIAA-PKU), Dr. Luis Ho.
Dr. Tim de Zeeuw commented: “The recent growth in astronomy in East Asia is remarkable and we at ESO are very impressed by the ambitious future plans presented at this meeting. There are many possible future areas of collaboration with ESO to be investigated.”
Director of ASIAA, Dr. You-Hua Chu noted that: “Taiwanese astronomy has been growing tremendously with the strong support of the Academia Sinica and the Ministry of Science and Technology. The ASIAA began as a Preparatory Office about 22 years ago with the support of former Academy President Ta-You Wu. We have since built up the astronomical community in Taiwan and have become a significant player in the East Asian Region. We have become partners with East Asian Core Observatories Association (EACOA) institutes on leading projects like ALMA and the Subaru telescopes.”
Academician Ho added: “The EAO and ESO holding their first historical meeting in Taiwan, is very significant for the development of frontier scientific efforts in Taiwan.”

In 2005, the ASIAA, together with KASI, NAOC, and the NAOJ, formed the East Asian Core Observatories Association (EACOA) to promote collaboration and cooperation, and share regional resources and manpower. In 2014, EACOA formed the East Asian Observatory (EAO), a joint observatory for East Asia. Dr. Ho was elected the first EAO Director General. 
The European Southern Observatory (ESO) is the largest astronomical organization in the world. The ESO is supported by 16 countries, which represent about 30% of all the astronomers in the world.  ESO operates some of the premier astronomical facilities in the world, including the Very Large Telescope which consist of four 8.2m telescopes in Paranal, and the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA) together with North America and East Asia.  ESO is also building the 39m European Extremely Large Telescope which will be the largest optical telescope ever built. EAO aspires to be the counterpart to ESO in Asia.  
Related links 
ESO: http://www.eso.org/ 
EAO: https://www.eaobservatory.org/  
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